


CRISIS

Part One



My name is Marie-Anne Charlotte de Corday d’Armont, 
but you may call me Charlotte. 

Three days ago, I killed a man. I stabbed him through the 
heart as he soaked in the bath. I am now in prison and fac-
ing death, but I do not regret my act. I did it for my country; 
I did it for France. I did it to avenge my king, Louis XVI 
(16th), whose beheading was called for by the very man I 
murdered: the journalist Jean-Paul Marat. I did it to pre-
serve the true goals of  the French Revolution, which has re-
cently turned from a movement of  hope to a reign of  terror.

I am 24 years old. In 15 days I will be 25, though I will not 
live to celebrate my birthday. People admire me for my curly 
chestnut hair, my dimpled chin, and twinkling grey eyes. 
What they don’t realize is that I’m also well educated. 
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CHAPTER ONE

Charlotte Corday

Meet Charlotte



You see, I was born into an old noble family from Nor-
mandy, a province in the northwest of  France just across the 
ocean channel from England. Though my father is not rich, 
he descends from the great French dramatist, Pierre Cor-
neille, and puts great stock in his children, even us girls, be-
ing properly read. I was lucky, therefore, to have received a 
convent education. Unlike most French girls of  the late 
1700s, I have read and discussed the ideas of  today’s leading 
thinkers: the Enlightenment philosophers. I agree with their 
call for immediate social and political change in France. 

But Marat and his ilk pushed us too far. He had to             
be stopped.  

Now because of  my act – because I murdered a man – I, 
too, am condemned to die. This evening, 17 July 1793, I will 
be taken to the Place de la Révolution and beheaded at 
the guillotine, just as my king was. Just as I fear his Queen, 
Marie Antoinette, soon will be. 

Before I die, I want you to know my story, for it is also the 
story of  The French Revolution.
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The Enlightenment

The Enlightenment was an intellectual move-
ment of the 18th century (the 1700’s) that 
originated in Europe, particularly in London 
and Paris. Enlightenment philosophers and 
writers were the first to question the “di-
vine right of kings” – absolute monarchy – 
and the strict teachings of the Roman 
Catholic Church. They believed in the impor-
tance of the individual and they fought for 
the recognition of human rights, religious tol-
erance, freedom from censorship and the 
right to fair trial. They believed that govern-
ments should be run by the people through 
voting and representation, not by a king 
whose position was based solely on birth. 
Prominent French Enlightenment thinkers 
include Montesquieu (1689-1755), Voltaire 
(1694-1778), Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712-
1778) and Denis Diderot (1713-1784).



Part Two

REVOLUTION



To his credit, King Louis XVI recognized in the summer of  
1789 that his country was in crisis. He called for a meeting 
of  the Estates General – equal numbers of  representatives 
from the nobility, clergy, and Third Estate – to help him 
resolve the situation. 

No French King had convened the Estates General for over 
150 years. So, new delegates to the counseling body had to 
be selected from all corners of  the country.  

In June, 12,000 delegates to the Estates General arrived at 
Versailles, each sporting the dress of  their social class: The 
Third Estate wore plain black suits and three corner hats. 
The nobility were bedecked in silks and plumes. The clergy 
shouldered their traditional vestments. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN

Peaceful Revolution

King Louis XVI



They came to help find a solution to France’s financial prob-
lems. They came to usher in a new, golden age for France. 
They carried with them the hope and optimism of  the entire 
French nation. 

Confidence reigned. 

But it quickly soured. 

The Third Estate demanded more voting power. They did, 
after all, represent 96% of  the French population. But they 
had only as many votes as the clergy and nobility, and these 
two always voted with the monarchy. 

The demand of  the Third Estate did not sit well with the 
king and his advisors. 

He locked them out of  the meeting.
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The Tennis Court Oath

Check Answer

Match the labels below with each of the three members 
of the Estates General among the central figures in this 
image by the painter Jacques-Louis David.

Clergy

Clergy

Nobleman

Nobleman

Third Estate

Third Estate



Part Three

VIOLENCE



On 12 July 1789, while dining at one of  the Palais Royal’s 
most frequented cafés, the Café des Foy, Camille Desmoulins, 
a poor journalist from northeastern France and Third Estate 
representative to the Estates General, found himself  sur-
rounded by a shouting, angry mob, frightened by the ad-
vance of  the king’s troops on Paris. How would they defend 
themselves against the king’s soldiers? What would they do 
if  the troops were ordered to charge?

Desmoulins was known for his awkward stutter. But on this 
day he lost it, at least for a little while. If  they needed weap-
ons, they would steal them from the king! They would cap-
ture the king’s munitions at Les Invalides! 

He climbed up onto a table here at the Café des Foy, and 
shouted, “Aux armes, citoyens!” To arms, citizens! “Plunder the 
arsenal!”
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CHAPTER NINE

The Mob Stirs

Camille Desmoulins



In France, green is the color of  hope. Desmoulins tore a 
green, leafy branch off  a nearby tree and put it in his hat.  
The rowdy mob of  people also tore tree branches to adorn 
their hats until they had stripped bare the trees of  the Palais 

Royal. From that moment, wearing or waving a tree branch 
symbolized one’s hope and support for the Revolution. 
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French Constitution

Phrygian Cap

Fasces

Eye of Providence

The Cockade

Other Symbols of the French Revolution

1 2 3 4 5



Part Four

WAR



One June night in 1791, after more than a year-and-a-half  
under virtual house arrest in the Tuileries Palace, King 
Louis XVI and his family dressed up as servants and stole 
away, one by one, under cover of  night. Together in a large 
green and black carriage, fitted with a white velvet interior, 
food enough, a retractable table and other conveniences of  
home, they headed north-east to France’s border with the 
Austrian Empire. Waiting to help them just outside 
France were troops assembled by the queen’s brother, King 
Leopold II of  Austria, as well as the King of  Prussia.  

But things went terribly wrong.  They were delayed en route 
and so missed the escorts that were arranged to accompany 
them to the border. When the sun rose over the Tuilieries 
Palace, the royal family was discovered missing. Word 
quickly reached us in the provinces that the king and his fam-
ily were on the run. National Guardsmen were dispatched in 
all directions to find them. 
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN

Attempted Escape!

Louis XVI Stopt



I prayed for their safe escape. But a small town postmaster 
near the border of  the Austrian Empire recognized the king 
when he briefly put his head out of  the carriage. Despite his 
disguise, the king was easily recognizable for his profile was 
printed on all French coins.

The postmaster rode on ahead to the next town, Varenne. 
When the king and his family arrived there, the National 
Guard was waiting to arrest them. The Guard escorted the 
king and his family back to Paris and placed them under 
strict house arrest once again. 

So frightened was the queen that upon their return her hair 
had turned completely white.
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Louis XVI Coin
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Part Five

MURDER



Like my Girondin friends, I read about the sham trial and con-
demnation of  my king in Marat’s ill-named journal, Ami du 
people, or Friend of  the People. Marat made no secret of  his 
views. He was thrilled at the death-sentence leveled at my 
king. He demanded that the National Convention also find 
and sever the heads of  the 21 Girondin delegates who had at-
tempted to save poor “Louis the Last.” 

I believed then, as I do now, that Marat, with his hateful Jaco-
bin opinions, was the cause of  the Reign of  Terror now grip-
ping my country. 

He was responsible for the desecration of  the churches. He 
was to blame for the savage deaths of  priests and nobles mas-
sacred in their prison cells. It is because of  him that friend 
now denounces friend and neighbor denounces neighbor, all 
in an attempt to save their own necks. 
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CHAPTER EIGHTEEN

Marat’s Murder

Jean-Paul Marat



Because of  Marat, we all live in fear; we are ruled by terror. 
Heads roll by the hundreds from the guillotines; their blades 
and the streets beneath them stained a perpetual blood red. 
Marat encouraged it all to happen through his ill-named 
journal, Friend of  the People. He had to be stopped. 

I decided to do it myself. I would sacrifice my life to save 
France and my Girondin compatriots, to avenge my king and 
the peaceful Revolution. The moderate Girondin are the true 
saviors of  France. I had to kill Marat to stop them from be-
ing killed. This would be my contribution to creating a last-
ing peace in France.

On 9 July 1793, I bade farewell to my childhood home after 
seeing all my friends and settling all my debts. I sent a note 
to my father telling him that I was leaving France for Eng-
land, never to return. I begged his forgiveness that I did not 
call on him directly. I told him I was afraid that if  I saw him 
again I would change my mind. I asked him to kiss my be-
loved sister for me. I gave my favorite sketchbook and pen-
cils to the carpenter’s boy on the corner. 

I caught the coach to Paris, not daring to look back. 

I arrived here in Paris two days later, on July 11, and secured 
room no. 7 at the Hôtel de la Providence, a small room on the 
1st floor with a window facing the street.  
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Charlotte in Caen



I went directly to the Palais Egalité to learn the latest political 
news and to find out what I could of  Marat’s habits.  

Before the sun had set on July 12, I knew that Marat no 
longer went to the Convention. He was ill, I discovered, and 
rarely left his home. I resolved to find him there, though I 
had hoped to cut him down on the Convention floor. 

At 6:00 on the morning of  July 13, I left my hotel. I found 
my way back to the Palais Egalité before the shops had 
opened for the day.  

I walked slowly through the gardens one last time, with its 
rows of  trees, green and cool in the clear morning air. I en-
joyed the sounds of  the city waking to a new day. The day 
dawned fresh. Birds sang with the advance of  the sun. How 
bittersweet were those last moments of  freedom.

By 8:00 the shops began to open, and I slipped into a cutler 
there at 177, Galerie de Valois. I bought a large knife for the 
cost of  two francs. With the knife concealed in the bodice of  
my dress, I left the gardens at 9:00, resolved to track down 
the man I believed to be the murderer of  the ideals of  the 
French Revolution. I left in search of  Jean-Paul Marat.  

Follow me on the journey to end of  Marat’s life…

...and mine. 
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Marat’s Paper

Check Answer

In your opinion, Marat’s paper, L’Ami du peu-
ple, would be best described as:

A. Journalism

B. Political Propaganda

C. Satire



Part Six

PRISONPRISON



Part Seven

BEWARE MME 
LA GUILLOTINE



CREDITS

TIME TRAVELER TALES
Newark, Delaware



ABSOLUTE MONARCHY

Rule by one person – a monarch, usually a king or a queen – whose actions are re-
stricted neither by written law nor by custom; a system different from a constitutional 
monarchy and from a republic. Absolute monarchy persisted in France until 1789.

The American Heritage® New Dictionary of  Cultural Literacy, Third Edition. Copy-
right © 2005 by Houghton Mifflin Company.

Related Glossary Terms

Index

Drag related terms here

Find Term



ANCIEN RÉGIME

This French expression, meaning “old order”, refers to the political and social system 
in France prior to the French Revolution. Under the ancien régime, everyone was a sub-
ject of  the King of  France as well as a member of  an estate and province. All rights 
and status flowed from the social institutions, divided into three orders: clergy, nobil-
ity, and finally, all others (the Third Estate). There was no national citizenship. The 
individual had no rights.

Adapted from Encyclopaedia Britannica: 

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/23266/ancien-regime

Related Glossary Terms

Index

Drag related terms here

Find Term



AUSTRIAN EMPIRE

The term "Austrian Empire" is often used to refer to the possessions of  the House of  
Habsburg, also known as the House of  Austria, prior to 1804. It is also commonly re-
ferred to simply as “Austria”. 

The House of  Habsburg was one of  the most important royal houses of  Europe be-
tween 1438 and 1740. It was the origin of  all formally elected Holy Roman Emper-
ors during that time, as well as leaders of  the Austrian Empire, Spanish Empire, and 
several other countries. Marie-Antoinette was the daughter of  Habsburg Holy Ro-
man Emperor Francis I. 

The official Austrian Empire was founded by then Habsburg monarch and Holy Ro-
man Emperor, Francis II, as a reaction to Napoleon Bonaparte's proclamation of  the 
First French Empire in 1804. It was centered on what is today's country of  Austria 
and lasted from 1804 to 1867 when it became part of  a dual monarchy, called 
Austria-Hungary, until the end of  World War I in 1918.

Related Glossary Terms

Index

Chapter 4 - Attempted Escape!

Drag related terms here

Find Term



BROADSHEETS

The broadsheet is the largest, and perhaps oldest, of  newspaper formats, character-
ized by long, wide vertical pages. The term derives from the popular, single-page pub-
lications sold on the streets that contained material ranging from ballads to political 
satire. The first broadsheet was published in 1618 in Holland.

Related Glossary Terms

Index

Drag related terms here

Find Term



GEORGES DANTON

Georges-Jacques Danton (26 October 1759 – 5 April 1794) was a French Revolution-
ary leader and orator, often credited as the chief  force in the overthrow of  the monar-
chy and the establishment of  the First French Republic on 21 September 1792. He 
later became the first president of  the Committee of  Public Safety, a political body 
of  the Revolution that gained virtual dictatorial control over France during the Reign 
of  Terror (September 1793 to July 1794). But later, his increasing moderation and 
eventual opposition to the Reign of  Terror led to his own death at the guillotine.

Adapted from Encyclopaedia Britannica:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/151217/Georges-Danton

Related Glossary Terms

Index

Drag related terms here

Find Term



HÔTEL DE VILLE

The Hôtel de Ville is the site of  any French city’s administration. In English, it is the 
City Hall. The Paris Hôtel de Ville is located on the Right Bank of  the River Seine in 
the city's 4th arrondissement. It has been at this location since 1357.

Related Glossary Terms
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Drag related terms here

Find Term



JEU DE PAUME

Jeu de paume (English: "palm game") is a ball-and-court game that originated in 
France. It was an indoor precursor of  tennis played without racquets, though these 
were eventually introduced. It is a former Olympic sport, and has the oldest ongoing 
annual world championship in sport, first established over 250 years ago. Originally 
spelled jeu de paulme, it is sometimes called courte paume or "real tennis".

From Wikipedia: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jeu_de_paume

Related Glossary Terms
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Drag related terms here

Find Term



MARIE ANTOINETTE

The historical figure we know as Marie Antoinette was born Maria Antonia Josepha 
Johanna on November 2, 1755, in Vienna, Austria, the 15th daughter of  Holy Ro-
man Emperor Francis I and Empress Maria Theresa. In April 1770, at the age of  14, 
Marie Antoinette married Louis-Auguste, the dauphin (future king) of  France. The 
young couple made their home at the busy Palace of  Versailles. Four years later, in 
May, 1774, upon the death of  King Louis XV, Marie Antoinette became Queen of  
France when her husband was crowned King Louis XVI. They were 18 and 19 years 
old, respectively.

Related Glossary Terms
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MARIE ANTOINETTE’S HAMLET AT VERSAILLES

In May 1774, Louis XVI gave his queen a private house, called the Petit Trianon, 
where she was able to escape the very public rigors of  the Palace of  Versailles. She 
had never quite adjusted to living under the constant scrutiny of  the French court, 
housed at the palace. She craved her privacy. Now, as Queen of  France, she would 
have it. Nobody, not even the king, came to the Petit Trianon without her invitation.

There, in the extensive outlying gardens, Marie Antoinette ordered the construction 
of  her own country hamlet, beginning in 1783. It became a veritable farm, directed 
by a farmer and boasting many livestock, whose products supplied the kitchens of  
Versailles. She played there regularly, the country maiden dressed in a gown of  light 
muslin, surrounded by her favorite companions. 

The hamlet (hameau, in French) was laid out in a rustic, English style, mimicking a 
true Norman village. Eleven buildings were dotted around a lake on which Marie An-
toinette and her friends held frequent boating parties.

Marie Antoinette’s hamlet sparked a craze among the wealthy French landowners of  
the time to create their own private pleasure gardens. These could be very expensive 
projects. Meanwhile, French peasants were starving.

Related Glossary Terms
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MAXIMILIEN ROBESPIERRE

Maximilien-François-Marie-Isidore de Robespierre (6 May 1758 – 28 July 1794) was 
one of  the principal figures in the French Revolution. He held radical views as leader 
of  the left-wing Jacobin party. In 1793 he came to dominate the Committee of  Public 
Safety, the principal organ of  the Revolutionary government during the Reign of  Ter-
ror. But in 1794, he was overthrown and executed in the Thermidorian Reaction, a 
revolt that brought about the collapse of  revolutionary fervor and eventual end of  
the Reign of  Terror in France.

Adapted from Encyclopaedia Britannica, Facts Matter:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/505619/Maximilien-de-Robespierre
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PALAIS DU LOUVRE

The Louvre Palace, located on the Right Bank of  the River Seine in Paris, France, 
was once a former royal residence, with origins dating to the middle ages. It is now 
one of  the most famous museums in the world and certainly the most visited. 

The imposing structure evolved over the centuries from a 12th century defensive forti-
fication. It was the seat of  power in France from the 14th century until 1682, when 
King Louis XIV moved the French government to Versailles (see glossary reference). 
The Louvre remained the nominal, or formal, seat of  government until the end of  
the ancien régime in 1789 (see glossary reference). It also became the public showplace 
of  the royal collection of  the Kings of  France and the home of  the official French 
Academy of  Art, housing artists’s studios, exhibitions, and, starting in 1699, a series 
of  legendary art salons. 

During the French Revolution, the National Assembly decreed that the Louvre 
should continue to be used as a museum to display the nation's masterpieces, mostly 
confiscated church and royal property. Similarly, Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte used 
the building, which he called the Musée Napoleon, to house his many spoils of  war. 

Today, the former palace-now-museum showcases nearly 35,000 objects from prehis-
tory through the 19th century.

Related Glossary Terms
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PIERRE CORNEILLE

Pierre Corneille (June 6, 1606 – Oct. 1, 1684) was a French poet and dramatist born 
into a well-to-do, middle-class Norman family. He is considered the creator of  
French classical tragedy. His chief  works include Le Cid (1637), Horace (1640), 
Cinna (1641), and Polyeucte (1643).
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PLACE DE LA RÉVOLUTION

Originally known as the Place Louis XV in honor of  the king who supervised its con-
struction, this was the site of  some of  the most dramatic public beheadings of  the 
French Revolution. During the Revolution the statue of  Louis XV of  France was 
torn down and the area renamed the Place de la Révolution. A guillotine was erected on 
a platform at the square’s center, and it was here that King Louis XVI was executed 
as well as his queen, Marie Antoinette, and Charlotte Corday, among many others.

Known today as the Place de la Concorde (place of  concord, or peace), it is one the larg-
est public squares in the French capital located at the eastern end of  the Champs-
Élysées and the western end of  the Tuileries gardens. The Place is punctuated by a gi-
ant Egyptian obelisk decorated with hieroglyphics exalting the reign of  the pharaoh 
Ramses II, one of  two the Egyptian government gave to the French in the 19th cen-
tury. In the 1990s, France returned the second obelisk to the Egypt.
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PRUSSIA

Throughout European history, the area known as Prussia has shifted, depending on 
the era, but always referred to specific areas of  eastern and central Europe: 

(1) the land of  the Prussians on the southeastern coast of  the Baltic Sea came under 
Polish and German rule in the Middle Ages; 

(2) the Kingdom of  Prussia ruled from 1701 by the German Hohenzollern dynasty. It 
included Prussia and Brandenburg, with Berlin as its capital. It seized much of  
northern Germany and western Poland in the 18th and 19th centuries and united 
Germany under its leadership in 1871; and 

(3) the Land (or state) created after the fall of  the Hohenzollern dynasty in 1918, 
which included most of  their former kingdom. Prussia was effectively abolished in 
1932, and officially abolished by the Allies in 1947 as part of  the political reorgani-
zation of  Germany after its defeat in World War II. 

Adapted from Encyclopaedia Britannica, Facts Matter:

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/480893/Prussia
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REGENT

A regent, from the Latin regens, "[one] reigning", or regency council is a person or 
group of  persons selected to act as head of  state because the ruler is a minor, not pre-
sent, or debilitated. The period of  rule of  a regent or regents is referred to as a re-
gency.

From Wikipedia: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Regency_%28government%29
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THE FRENCH REVOLUTION

Also called the Revolution of  1789, the French Revolution refers to the world-
shattering paradigmatic social and political shift that took place in France from 1789-
1799. The Revolution reached its first, peaceful climax in 1789 with the adoption of  
the National Assembly and France’s first constitution, The Declaration of  the Rights of  
Man and Citizen. But revolutionary fervor soon turned radical, devolving into the 
Reign of  Terror from 1792-95. 

The term “Revolution of  1789” denotes the end of  the ancien régime (see glossary ref-
erence) in France and serves to distinguish that event from the later revolutions that 
took place in France in 1830 and 1848.
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THIRD ESTATE

As defined in a political pamphlet written by French thinker and clergyman Abbé 
Emmanuel Joseph Sieyès in January 1789, shortly before the outbreak of  the French 
Revolution, the Third Estate referred to the “common people of  France”, as against 
the First and Second Estates: the aristocracy and clergy respectively. 

Sieyès argued that the dominance of  the First and Second Estates in the political 
arena constituted a monopoly that treated the Third Estate unfairly, then 96% of  the 
population. He advocated equal representation of  all three Estates in government, 
and asserted that taxes and government policy should affect all portions of  society 
equally.
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VERSAILLES

The Palace of  Versailles, or simply Versailles, is a royal château in the town of  Ver-
sailles, now a suburb located 20 kms (12 miles) southwest of  Paris. The building and 
grounds grew from very humble beginnings as a royal hunting lodge constructed by 
King Louis XIII in 1624. His successor, Louis XIV, had it expanded into one of  the 
largest palaces in the world. 

In 1678, Louis XIV began to gradually move the French court – i.e. the extended 
household and all those who regularly attended on the ruler – from the Louvre Pal-
ace in Paris to Versailles. Both royal court and French government were officially es-
tablished at Versailles on 6 May 1682. They would remain there until the start of  the 
French Revolution in 1789. 

In French, the palace is called the Château de Versailles.

Related Glossary Terms

Index

Drag related terms here

Find Term


